Physics Colloquium

Michigan Technological University
Thursday, September 20, 2012
4:00 pm
Room 139 Fisher Hall

Introductory Physics Innovations
at the University of Illinois

Mats Selen
University of Illinois

Abstract: About 17 years ago we significantly changed the way we
taught intro physics at UIUC, defining these courses in terms of their
content and infrastructure rather than the faculty assigned to teach
them. Having our courses rest on a solid departmental foundation
means our faculty have the time and freedom to explore new
approaches, resulting in the development of powerful tools such as
Interactive Examples, i>clicker, smartPhysics, and IOLab. In this
talk I will describe several recent innovations that we are particularly
excited about, and the research that show us these are working.
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