
“COMPLETE SECOND YEAR OF

ARCHIVES NHPRC GRANT”
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Project Title: Coming to the Surface: Revealing Hidden Collections 

In Michigan’s Copper Country

Funding Agency:      National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC)  

National Archives and Records Administration

Award Amount:     $116,500.00

Total Project Value:      $250,342.00

Award Period:      July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2011 

(Beth Russell Sept. 28, 2009, so end date may extend to Oct. 1, 2011)

Major Project Components:

1) Purchase and install collection management software

2) Hire two temporary employees

3) Complete preservation survey of manuscript collections

4) Complete collection-level description of manuscript collections

5) Output collection-level MARC records to WorldCat and Voyager
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Completed as of November 17:

Collection Records in Proficio 440

Accession Records in Proficio 1,158

Authority Records in Proficio 2,205

MARC Records Exported 78
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Unexpected benefits

- Increased staff knowledge of collections contents.

- Beth’s input to our public reference operations.

- Incredible leap in our move to engage with professional 

standards for description (only possible with the hire of 

a person with specific skills in descriptive cataloging).

- Important foundation for any future work we might do.
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Unexpected obstacles

-Difficulties in establishing realistic workflows for review 

and quality control.

-Proficio is not the tool we need. Does not do MARC 

very well and isn't an ideal tool for archival 

description.

- Alternatives? 

Will move to Archivists' Toolkit in 2011.
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Next Steps

- Accessioning workflow for new material.

- Processing workflow to physically process collections, 

arrange and describe contents, and create finding aids.

- Move beyond collection-level description, and begin to 

present more descriptive information to users at the 

series level, the box level, the folder level, and in some

cases the item level.

- Encoded archival description (EAD).

- Two grant applications, designed to process collections,

create finding aids, and share EAD over the web.
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Questions ?


